THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

no Protestant bias and Gregory Martin, of the English
Jesuit College at Rheims, was commissioned to produce a
version of the New Testament for English Romanists.
Martin's tr. appeared at Rheims in 1582. The English College
moved to Douai in 1593 and the English New Testament was
rptd. there in 1600. In 1609-10 a Romanist version of the
Old Testament was added to it. The complete Romanist
version was therefore known as the Douai version.

At the Hampton Court conference of 1604 the Puritan
party, through their spokesman Dr. John Reynolds, urged the
necessity of a new English version of the Bible. James I
agreed to the suggestion, and ordered that a new tr. should
be "done by the best learned in both Universities, after them
to be reviewed by the Bishops, and the chief learned of the
Church; from them to be presented to the Privie-Councell;
and lastly to be ratified by his Roy all Autkoritie". About
fifty scholars were appointed to carry out the work under
the editorship of Miles Smith, afterwards Bishop of Glou-
cester, and Thomas Bilson, Bishop of Winchester. They were
directed to use previous English trs., particularly the Bishops'
Bible, but also Tyndale's, Coverdale's, the Geneva and other
P.rotestant versions. They interpreted their instruction
literally and used the Romanist Rheims-Douai version as
well occasionally. Generally, however, they kept close to the
Protestant versions, and especially to Tyndale's, which has
been rightly described as the very core of the English Bible.
The Authorised Version, perhaps the greatest literary work
ever produced by a committee, was pub. in folio in 1611,
and was at once accepted by non-Romanist Englishmen of
all shades of religious opinion, thus becoming by far the best
known and most influential of English books. The most
useful and scholarly English rpt. is that ed. for the O.U.P.
by A. W. Pollard, with an excellent historical introd.
Pollard has also ed. The Records of the English Bible (O.U.P.),
a rpt. of all the chief documents connected with early English
Bible trs. The bibliography of A.V. is discussed in A
Description of the Great Bible by F. Fry (1865) and by F. H.
Scrivener in The Authorised Edition of the Bible and the Subse-
quent Reprints (1884). Among critical works reference may